
Reopening JP Courts in Houston and Surrounding Areas

(Harris, Montgomery, Fort Bend and Brazoria Counties)

When will you 

resume 

eviction trials?

In cases where the 

resident has already been 

served, how will you 

notify the parties of the 

trial date?

How will you be conducting trials?

How will you 

encourage the 

practice of social 

distancing in your 

courtroom? 

(Please select 

either or both, as 

applicable)

Are you limiting the 

number of cases on 

your docket?

Will you be requiring 

face masks?

Will you be requiring a 

CARES Act affidavit?***

If there is any other information that a participant 

in a trial needs to know, information will be made 

available in the following manner.

Harris

Judge Carter      

Pct. 1, Pl. 1
June 15.

By having the constable re-

serve the resident and 

notifying the owner by 

mail. 

The preferred method for 

conducting trials will be via Zoom.  

If a party is unable to attend via 

Zoom, we are asking them to contact 

the court so we can make 

arrangements with them to attend in 

person, subject to safety regulations.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time and by 

limiting the number 

of cases on the 

docket for a 

particular date and 

time.

Yes. Generally, will 

be setting much 

smaller dockets, 

spread out over more 

time, and relying on 

Zoom as the prefrred 

method of conduting 

trials.

Face masks will be 

encouraged, and 

provided for thos 

without one in their 

possession.

The Court will follow the 

Supreme Court Orders on 

the subject, while 

encouraging filers to 

complete the affidavit.

In all possible manners: the court's website, by mailing 

the notice of information to all litigants and by 

answering questions from the litigant over the phone. 

We will encourage parties to visit our website, and our 

Odyssey portal to see the filings and notices on their 

case online.

Judge Patronella   

Pct. 1, Pl. 2
June 2.

By having the constable re-

serve the resident and 

notifying the owner by 

mail.

Mostly in-person.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time and by 

limiting the number 

of cases on the 

docket for a 

particular date and 

time.

Yes. Yes. Yes.

On the court's website, by mailing the information to 

the litigant and by answering questions from the 

litigant over the phone. In addition we are providing a 

single page COVID 19 information sheet to all parties 

on eviction cases. It is being served to residents when 

the constables re-serve the petitions. It is provided to 

owners by e-mail or fax. Of note to owners and 

attorneys, all exhibits - lease, ledger sheets, notices to 

vacate, other notices - should all be pre-filed by e-

filing, faxing, or e-mailing two business days prior to 

trial. NO paper exhibits will be permitted on trial date.

Judge Delgado 

Pct. 2, Pl. 1
After June 1 By mail to both parties

Court will look at individual 

circumstances as necessary

By following the 

OCA **** 

guidelines.

In order to comply 

with social 

distancing, we will 

follow the OCA 

guidelines

Strongly encourage 

individuals to wear 

their own face 

covering. We will 

provide face covering 

as long as supplies last

Yes, unless already 

included in original 

petition.

On the Court’s website

Judge Risner    

Pct. 2, Pl. 2
After June 4

An alias citation will be 

served on those residents 

already served. Owners will 

be notified by e-mail, if 

possible, by telephone, or 

by mail.

At present, in-person trials are 

intended.

Social distancing 

will be effected by 

limiting both the 

number of cases on 

the docket and the 

number of persons 

in the courtroom, as 

required.

The Justice Courts 

will operate under an 

Operating Plan 

approved by the local 

administrative judge, 

which has not yet 

been finalized.

Face masks will be 

required, except for 

medical or other 

sufficient reasons.

A CARES Act verification, 

in some form, will be 

required.  A form will be 

posted on the court’s 

website.

The Justice Courts’ Operating Plan will be made 

available on the court’s website, and specific 

information will be available on the court’s website. It 

is intended that certain relevant information will be 

included with the citation or notices. Clerks are 

available to answer questions by telephone.

What Will Court Look Like For You? 

(As of June 4, 2020)

* Note: This is an attempt to provide you with some basic information to prepare you before you go to court. Please do not rely solely upon this information. This information includes content provided by most , but not all Judges in Harris, Brazoria, Fort Bend and 

Montgomery counties and subject to change. Before you go to court, you should go on the court’s website to find out any additional or changed information. If the court’s website does not have all the information you seek, please call the court. 

** Note: If you do not find your court on this chart, please be sure to check your court's website. 



Reopening JP Courts in Houston and Surrounding Areas

(Harris, Montgomery, Fort Bend and Brazoria Counties)

When will you 

resume 

eviction trials?

In cases where the 

resident has already been 

served, how will you 

notify the parties of the 

trial date?

How will you be conducting trials?

How will you 

encourage the 

practice of social 

distancing in your 

courtroom? 

(Please select 

either or both, as 

applicable)

Are you limiting the 

number of cases on 

your docket?

Will you be requiring 

face masks?

Will you be requiring a 

CARES Act affidavit?***

If there is any other information that a participant 

in a trial needs to know, information will be made 

available in the following manner.

Judge Stephens 

Pct. 3, Pl. 1
June 9.

By having the constable re-

serve the resident and 

notifying the owner by 

mail.

We will hold virtually through Zoom 

for those that we can. All others will 

be held in-person.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time. (Our 

courtroom seating 

has been taped off 

so that participants 

will be seated 6 fee 

apart) and by 

limiting the number 

of cases on the 

docket for a 

particular date and 

time.

Yes. 12 cases per 

hour

Face mask not 

required, but preferred 

when possible.

Yes.
On the court's website and by answering questions 

from the litigant over the phone.

Judge Bates      

Pct. 3, Pl. 2
July 15. By mail to both parties.

Generally, in-person, but will allow 

virtual appearances (telephonic, 

video, etc.), if necessary, upon 

request.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time and by 

limiting the number 

of cases on the 

docket for a 

particular date and 

time.

Yes. Based on the 

size of the courtroom 

we will limit the 

number of cases to a 

maximum of 36 and 

still be able to social 

distance.

Yes.

No, we will be relying on 

the Supreme Court's Order 

requiring a CARES Act 

statement included in the 

eviction petition. 

On the court's website. 

Judge Goodwin 

Pct. 4, Pl. 1
Prior to June 1. By mail to both parties.

Generally, in-person, but will allow 

virtual appearances (telephonic, 

video, etc.), if necessary, upon 

request (with safety protocols in 

place). Electronic hearings may also 

be requested.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time and by 

limiting the number 

of cases on the 

docket for a 

particular date and 

time.

Yes. More dockets, 

but each one will be 

smaller.

Face mask not 

required, but preferred, 

when possible.

No, we will be relying on 

the Supreme Court's Order 

requiring a CARES Act 

statement included in the 

eviction petition. 

On the court’s website, by mailing the information to 

the litigant and in some cases answering questions 

from the litigant over the phone.

Judge Korduba    

Pct. 4, Pl. 2
June 1. By mail to both parties.

Generally, in-person, but will allow 

virtual appearances (telephonic, 

video, etc.), if necessary, upon 

request.

By limiting the 

number of cases on 

the docket for a 

particular date and 

time.

Yes.

Face mask not 

required, but preferred, 

when possible.

No, we will be relying on 

the Supreme Court's Order 

requiring a CARES Act 

statement included in the 

eviction petition.

On the court's website and by answering questions 

from the litigant over the phone.

Judge Ridgway 

Pct. 5, Pl. 1
June 3.

By having the constable re-

serve the resident and 

notifying the owner by 

mail.

Preferably virtual, but in-person, 

were one party does not have easy 

access to electronic means.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time and by 

limiting the number 

of cases on the 

docket for a 

particular date and 

time.

10 cases per hour, 

multiple times 

throughout each day.

Yes.

No, we will be relying on 

the Supreme Court’s Order 

requiring a CARES Act 

statement included in the 

eviction petition.

On the court’s website, by mailing the information to 

the litigant and by answering questions from the 

litigant over the phone.



Reopening JP Courts in Houston and Surrounding Areas

(Harris, Montgomery, Fort Bend and Brazoria Counties)

When will you 

resume 

eviction trials?

In cases where the 

resident has already been 

served, how will you 

notify the parties of the 

trial date?

How will you be conducting trials?

How will you 

encourage the 

practice of social 

distancing in your 

courtroom? 

(Please select 

either or both, as 

applicable)

Are you limiting the 

number of cases on 

your docket?

Will you be requiring 

face masks?

Will you be requiring a 

CARES Act affidavit?***

If there is any other information that a participant 

in a trial needs to know, information will be made 

available in the following manner.

Judge Williams 

Pct. 5, Pl. 2
June 2. By mail to both parties.

Generally, in-person, but will allow 

virtual appearances (telephonic, 

video, etc.), if necessary, upon 

request.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time and by 

limiting the number 

of cases on the 

docket for a 

particular date and 

time. We will also 

be taping off 

sections of seating.

Yes.

Face mask not 

required, but preferred 

when possible. 

However, we may 

require them as 

circumstances dictate.

We will allow a trial 

amendment or affidavit if 

the statement is not in the 

petition.

On the court’s website, by mailing the information to 

the litigant and by answering questions from the 

litigant over the phone. All avenues of communication 

are open. Going to the website is preferred due to the 

potential large phone and mail volume.

Judge Vara       

Pct. 6, Pl. 1

Tentatively 

June 16.
By mail to both parties.

Generally, in-person, but will allow 

virtual appearances (telephonic, 

video, etc.), if necessary, upon 

request.

By limiting the 

number of cases on 

the docket for a 

particular date and 

time.

Yes. Same amount of 

cases just spacing out 

a few in hour 

intervals.

Yes. Yes.
By mailing the information to the litigant and by 

answering questions from the litigant over the phone.

Judge Rodriguez 

Pct. 6, Pl. 2
June 15. By mail to both parties.

Combination of in-person and 

virtual.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time and by 

limiting the number 

of cases on the 

docket for a 

particular date and 

time.

Yes. Yes.

No, we will be relying on 

the Supreme Court’s Order 

requiring a CARES Act 

statement included in the 

eviction petition.

On the court's website, by mailing the information to 

the litigant and by answering questions from the 

litigant over the phone. 

Judge Brown    

Pct. 7, Pl. 1
Mid June.

By having the constable re-

serve the resident and 

notifying the owner by 

mail.

Generally, in-person, but will allow 

virtual appearances (telephonic, 

video, etc.), if necessary, upon 

request.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time and by 

limiting the number 

of cases on the 

docket for a 

particular date and 

time.

Yes. Limited number 

of dockets on the 

hour. Probably 10-15 

cases split by the 

hour.

Yes.

No, we will be relying on 

the Supreme Court’s Order 

requiring a CARES Act 

statement included in the 

eviction petition.

On the court’s website, by mailing the information to 

the litigant and by answering questions from the 

litigant over the phone.



Reopening JP Courts in Houston and Surrounding Areas

(Harris, Montgomery, Fort Bend and Brazoria Counties)

When will you 

resume 

eviction trials?

In cases where the 

resident has already been 

served, how will you 

notify the parties of the 

trial date?

How will you be conducting trials?

How will you 

encourage the 

practice of social 

distancing in your 

courtroom? 

(Please select 

either or both, as 

applicable)

Are you limiting the 

number of cases on 

your docket?

Will you be requiring 

face masks?

Will you be requiring a 

CARES Act affidavit?***

If there is any other information that a participant 

in a trial needs to know, information will be made 

available in the following manner.

Judge Burney     

Pct. 7, Pl. 2
June 8.

By having the constable re-

serve the resident and 

notifying the owner by 

mail.

Generally, in-person, but will allow 

virtual appearances (telephonic, 

video, etc.), if necessary, upon 

request.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time and by 

limiting the number 

of cases on the 

docket for a 

particular date and 

time.

Social distancing and 

limiting cases on the 

docket.

Yes. Yes.
On the court’s website and by answering questions by 

the litigant over the phone.

Judge 

Williamson Pct. 

8, Pl. 1

June 3.

By having the constable re-

serve the resident and 

notifying the owner by 

mail.

Parties are encouraged to appear via 

Zoom but may appear personally 

and need to notify the court the day 

before.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time and by 

limiting the number 

of cases on the 

docket for a 

particular date and 

time.

Multiple, staggered 

dockets.

Face mask not 

required, but preferred 

when possible.

Yes.

On the court’s website, by mailing the information to 

the litigant and by answering questions from the 

litigant over the phone.

Brazoria 

Judge Rape       

Pct. 1, Pl. 2
June 1.

By notifying the owner and 

resident by mail.

Generally in-person, but will allow 

virtual appearances (telephone, 

video, etc.), if necessary, upon 

request.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time.

No, eviction docket 

will resume in 

accordance with the 

pre-COVID-13 

schedule.

Yes, along with social 

distancing.

No, we will be relying upon 

the Supreme Court’s Order 

requiring CARES Act 

statement included in the 

eviction petition.

On the court’s website, by mailing the information to 

the litigant and by answering questions from the 

litigant over the phone.

Judge Castillo       

Pct. 3, Pl. 2
June 4.

By having the constable re-

serve the resident and 

notifying the owner by 

mail.

In-person.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time. One 

case will be heard at 

a time. Others will 

wait outside the 

building until they 

are called into the 

courtroom.

No, eviction docket 

will resume in 

accordance with pre-

COVID-19 schedule 

however, more 

eviction dockets have 

been added to the 

calendar.

Yes. If they cannot 

afford to purchase a 

mask, we will supply 

them with one.

Yes.
By mailing the information to the litigant and by 

answering questions from the litigant over the phone.

Judge Fox        

Pct. 4, Pl. 1
June 2.

By having the constable re-

serve the resident and 

notifying the owner by 

mail.

Virtually.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time.

No, my eviction 

docket will resume in 

accordance with the 

pre-COVID-19 

schedule.

Face mask not 

required, but preferred 

when possible.

No, will be relying upon the 

Supreme Court’s Order 

requiring CARES Act 

statement included in the 

eviction petition. We have 

updated our petition on the 

court’s website to include 

information about the 

property and the CARES 

Act.

On the court’s website, by mailing the information to 

the litigant and by answering questions from the 

litigant over the phone.

Fort Bend



Reopening JP Courts in Houston and Surrounding Areas

(Harris, Montgomery, Fort Bend and Brazoria Counties)

When will you 

resume 

eviction trials?

In cases where the 

resident has already been 

served, how will you 

notify the parties of the 

trial date?

How will you be conducting trials?

How will you 

encourage the 

practice of social 

distancing in your 

courtroom? 

(Please select 

either or both, as 

applicable)

Are you limiting the 

number of cases on 

your docket?

Will you be requiring 

face masks?

Will you be requiring a 

CARES Act affidavit?***

If there is any other information that a participant 

in a trial needs to know, information will be made 

available in the following manner.

Judge Janssen      

Pct. 1, Pl. 1
June 1. By mail to both parties.

Notices will be sent setting cases for 

trial by virtual proceedings. If 

someone cannot appear virtually, 

they will be allowed to appear in-

person, but that is not the preferred 

method. If they appear in court, they 

will be screened for COVID-19 

symptoms prior to entry. Exhibits 

must be pre-filed at least 24 hours in 

advance by fax, mail, email, E-filing 

or delivery to the court. Cases 

already pending trial prior to the 

pandemic are set for trial on May 

20. Other pending cases are set for 

virtual hearings beginning June 3. 

Cases filed after May 19 will be set 

as prior to the pandemic, but 

appearance shall be by virtual 

conference whenever possible.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time.

No, eviction docket 

will resume in 

accordance with the 

pre-COVID-19 

schedule.

Face mask not 

required, but preferred 

when possible.

No, we will be relying upon 

the Supreme Court’s Order 

requiring a CARES Act 

statement included in the 

eviction petition for cases 

filed after May 19. Yes, for 

cases filed between March 

23 and May 18.

On the court’s website, by mailing the information to 

the litigant (with the citation for the resident, and to 

the owner upon filing the petition) or by answering 

questions from the litigant over the phone.

Judge Ward         

Pct. 1, Pl. 2
June 9. By mail to both parties. In-person.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

anyone time and by 

limiting the number 

of cases on the 

docket for a 

particular date and 

time.

No, my eviction 

docket will resume in 

accordance with the 

pre-COVID-19 

schedule.

Face mask not 

required, but preferred 

when possible.

No, we will be relying upon 

the Supreme Court’s Order 

requiring a CARES Act 

statement included in the 

eviction petition.

By mailing the information to the litigant and by 

answering questions from the litigant over the phone.

Judge Crow        

Pct. 3

The first week 

of June. 
By mail to both parties. In-person.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time and 

also by tape on the 

floor.

No. Our normal 

eviction dockets will 

resume with the same 

number of cases and 

since our courtroom 

is quite large, we can 

accommodate a large 

number of people and 

still maintain social 

distancing. Family 

members or friends 

not on the docket will 

be asked to stay in 

their cars.

Face mask not 

required, but preferred 

when possible.

Yes. On the court's website.



Reopening JP Courts in Houston and Surrounding Areas

(Harris, Montgomery, Fort Bend and Brazoria Counties)

When will you 

resume 

eviction trials?

In cases where the 

resident has already been 

served, how will you 

notify the parties of the 

trial date?

How will you be conducting trials?

How will you 

encourage the 

practice of social 

distancing in your 

courtroom? 

(Please select 

either or both, as 

applicable)

Are you limiting the 

number of cases on 

your docket?

Will you be requiring 

face masks?

Will you be requiring a 

CARES Act affidavit?***

If there is any other information that a participant 

in a trial needs to know, information will be made 

available in the following manner.

Judge Joyce          

Pct. 4

After the first 

week of June.

By having the constable re-

serve the resident and 

notifying the owner by 

mail. The Owner will be 

notified by email as well.

We will send information on how to 

connect with us via video 

conference to any party we have an 

email for. Generally, we do not have 

phone or email information for 

defendants. Defendants may appear 

in-person and connect through the 

courtroom equipment.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time and by 

limiting the number 

of cases on the 

docket for a 

particular date and 

time.

10 cases per docket, 

several dockets per 

day.

Yes, we will provide 

when possible.

Yes, we will be forwarding 

one to the plaintiff’s via 

email/mail on cases that 

were during March 27, 

2020 to July 25, 2020.

On the court’s website, by mailing the information to 

the litigant and by answering questions from the 

litigant over the phone.

Montgomery

Judge Mack        

Pct. 1
June 3.

By having the constable re-

serve the resident and 

notify the owner by mail.

Generally in-person, but will allow 

virtual appearances (telephonic, 

video, etc.), if necessary, upon 

request.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time and by 

limiting the number 

of cases on the 

docket for a 

particular date and 

time.

20 eviction cases per 

docket.

As of now, face mask 

not required, but 

preferred when 

possible.

Yes.

On the court’s website, by mailing the information to 

the litigant and by answering questions from the 

litigant over the phone.

Judge Beasley     

Pct. 3
June 1. By mail or email.

Generally in-person, but will allow 

virtual appearances (telephonic, 

video, etc.), if necessary, upon 

request.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time and by 

limiting the number 

of cases on the 

docket for a 

particular date and 

time.

We are aiming at 30 

cases on a docket, but 

will practice social 

distancing so not all 

parties are in the 

courtroom at the 

same time.

Employees of the court 

will be required to 

wear masks. Masks 

will be available for 

the public, but not 

required.

No, will rely on the 

Supreme Court’s Order 

requiring a CARES Act 

statement included in the 

eviction petition.

Information is available on our website 

www.mctxjp3.org, email/mail information, answer 

questions/give information over the phone.

Judge Masden      

Pct. 5
June 3.

By mail and having the 

constable delivering notice 

to resident.

In-person.

By limiting the 

number of people in 

the courtroom at 

any one time. 

Yes. Small number of 

cases on the docket.

Face mask not 

required, but preferred 

when possible.

Yes.
On the court's website and by answering questions 

from the litigant over the phone.

https://www.haaonline.org/uploadedFiles/Site_Content/Legislation/Coronavirus_Resources/caresactflowchart.pdf.

*** Note:  If you have questions about whether you are subject to the CARES Act, please see the CARES Act flow 

**** Note: The OCA is the Office of Court Administration. The Office of Court Administration is a state agency in the judicial branch that operates under the 

direction and supervision of the Supreme Court of Texas and Chief Justice.

https://www.haaonline.org/uploadedFiles/Site_Content/Legislation/Coronavirus_Resources/caresactflowchart.pdf.

